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Cary Barber received his B.A. in History and Classics
from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in
2008 and his Ph.D. in History from The Ohio State
University in Dec. 2016. Last year, he was a Visiting
Assistant Professor in the Department of History at the
University of Oregon, where he taught Greek and
Roman history.  
Cary’s research focuses on social and political
developments within the governing class of the
Roman Middle Republic (c. 330 – 130 BCE). He is
particularly interested in: the origin and evolution of
Rome’s meritocratic, office-holding elite; the Senate
and its experience during the Second Punic War (218-
201 BCE); and attempts at oligarchy by
representatives of this elite in the wake of
demographic collapse during Rome’s foreign and civil
conflicts. Cary's research uses techniques   

from the social sciences, particularly demographic life tables, to reconstruct elements of
Rome’s elite that are largely impenetrable to literary analysis alone. 
His article entitled “Uncovering the ‘Lost Generation of the Roman Republic’: Demography
and the Study of the Hannibalic War,” will appear in a Routledge volume entitled Romans at
War: Soldiers, Citizens, and Society in the Roman Republic slated for publication later this
year, and his book, Roman Politics, 230 – 130 BCE, was recently accepted by Brill for
publication in early 2019. Cary has an article under review for the journal Historia on the
quasi-democratic nature of the Roman Senate, and he has also published six maps as part
of Routledge’s Wall Maps for the Ancient World series through his work at UNC’s Ancient
World Mapping Center. 
In his free time, Cary enjoys running and reading, though he has a secret affinity for
television, good and bad alike. Cary is excited to return to his home state of North  
Carolina, and he looks forward to engaging with the faculty and students at Wake 
                  Forest University!         
 


